
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Sawtooth Society Welcomes Courtney Jelaco as New Executive Director 

Stanley or Hailey, Idaho — July 13, 2026 — The Sawtooth Society is delighted to announce 
the appointment of Courtney Jelaco as its next Executive Director, effective July 22, 2026. 
Courtney will guide the Society into its next chapter of protecting and stewarding the Saw-
tooth Valley and the greater Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA). 

“Courtney brings exactly the blend of vision, conservation experience, and community trust 
that this moment calls for,” said Hans Carstensen, Chair of the Sawtooth Society’s Board of 
Directors. “We are confident in her ability to build on our legacy of preserving, protecting, 
and enhancing the SNRA, one of Idaho’s most treasured landscapes.” 

Courtney comes to the Sawtooth Society with a wealth of experience in conservation of nat-
ural resources, nonprofit leadership, and management, previously serving as Director and 
Manager of Development and Donor Relations at the Wood River Land Trust. She holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from the University of Idaho and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration from Seattle University and has a long-standing personal connection 
to the Wood River Valley and the SNRA having spent many years working in the Wood 
River Valley and summers hiking and camping in the SNRA. 

“I am honored and energized to join the Sawtooth Society at such a pivotal time,” said 
Courtney. “The SNRA has shaped who I am, and I’m committed to ensuring it remains wild, 
accessible, and protected for generations to come. I look forward to working alongside our 
Board of Directors, donors, and community partners to advance the Sawtooth Society’s 
mission.” 

The Sawtooth Society, a charitable § 501(c)(3) organization, was founded in 1997 by a 
group of resolute supporters of the SNRA, including Bethine Church (widow of U.S. Senator 
Frank Church) and former Idaho Governor Cecil Andrus. The Sawtooth Society works to 
protect the scenic, recreational, ecological, and cultural resources of the Sawtooth Valley 
and the SNRA through various projects which include the Sawtooth Valley Wildland Fire 
Collaborative, SNRA trail clearing and maintenance, advocacy, and education. The Sawtooth 
Society also manages the Goat License Plate Fund which has contributed more than $1.4 
million in improvements to the SNRA over the past 26 years. 

For more information, contact Hans Carstensen at hans@sawtoothsociety.org or visit 
https://sawtoothsociety.org/press. 
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